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STATUS REPORT ON ENINCTOK
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Three U, S. Covermsent agencios in particular have been engaged in
considering the future disposition of Eniwetok Atoll. These are IOD
(ASI/ISA wmd W), Department of the Interlor, and AEC. The interests
of each are understood to be as follows:

1. IBA and ARSL have been planning the conduct of a serias of hign
exslosive Pacific Area Cratering Experirents (PACE) on Rumnit
Island,

2. Asbassador Franklin Haydn Williams (Department of the Interior)
in April 1972 amownced an intention of the U. 5. Government to
return the Atoll to the Trust Territory (of the Pacific Islands)
by the end of 13973.

3. AEC will provide radiological cleanup support.

4, ASI/ISA anticipates [OD will conduct cleanup and plans an
interagency meeting August 21, 1972, to disauwss details,
(See attached ASD/ISA merorancum.)

Soveral developments are taking place at the staff level to join the
efforts of the yespective agencies. Interagency staff reetings havs
Heen held between AEC (Division of Operational Safety) and Z{A wherein
technical data on contamination has been discussed and reviewed. A

LA sponsored, jointly manned health physics surveillance teaam is
schadulad to visit Eniwetok for a week begimning July 26 to investigaze
the feasibility for rosuming work on the PACE experinents. An additicnal
t:13 to dsvelop data relating to cost and tire estimates is plmmed by
A for a week's stay bezimming Avzust 9 however, this does not aprear
to ba particularly well conceived and probably will rot provide the
desired information.
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It is wmderstood that Chairman Schlesinger wrote a lstter to

Ur. Kissinger on June 16 summarizing dotails up to that date. I
wnderstand that this letter resulted in a request to Interior to
"slow down" its talk about the immediate retum of the Marshallese
to the Atoll. Within AEC, Mr. John Rysn of the General Manager's
office is overseeing staff siforts at the moment with the principal
vork being perforued by the [ivision of Cperational Safety. '

Curonology

it has found it necessary to roview its PACE planning as a result
of a quarantine which was icposed on Runit Island on May 24, 1972,
Tue prusent quarantine resultsd from a survey which confirmed the
existence of a significant level of radicactive contamination on the
{sland. Thds PACE surveillance tean, now scheduled to depart for
jamit July 26, will provide ths information by which DNA will decide
waether to:

1. proceed with plans to use kumit Island,
2, abandon the island for anotier site, or
3. conduct the experisent on Runlt using additional precautions.

Tnis surveillance team will be ceprised of eight wonbers: Alr Force
weapons Laboratory -~ 2, LNA -- 3, AGC -- 2, and LPA(REIRL) -- 1.

Prelivinary cost and time estimstes will also be developed under the
aezis of A, AEC has offered its data and other techunical assistance
in developing these estimates, There is a differencs of views Detween
lr. Rogar Ray (5V) and iir. Earl Eagzles (INA} over staffing, scheduling,
and lezistic support of the cost and tiss estizate study. Hr. Ray believes
tnie AZC poat will provide inadequate transportation, tiat the survey
siaould cosmence on August 2 vies August 9, and that liolmes § Narver
enzincers should be included. 1 cancur with Mr, Ray. I would also like
0 note that iNA has, to my hnowladge, mada no attempt to define options,
asswotions, or criteria to dotorxine costs and times. Hr., Ryan has
asied Ur. siles to call dr. Pagles to sce what can be doma to accampdats
ix. Ray's wishes, bcta &S to scope and tiwing of the stwdy. The subject
of lo;istic sigport rorains open.
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Pcteatial Problexs

Assuing that the Departaent of the Interior chooses to reaffirm the
April 1972 statewsnt of Arbassador Williams (about return of the
Atoll by the end of 1973), a conflict in scheduling between Interior
znd [OD could well develop. A protracted PACE program would
wdoudtedly interfore with Interior's schedule for return of the
Atoll. Even a limited PACE program will probably have some effect
cn Intsrior’'s schedule. No time appears to be left for cleanuwp.

We vay slso be hard pressed to odbtain data to support well considored
decisions regarding relesse of the Atoll,

William W. Gay

Ceptain, UGN

Assistant Lircctor for Tests
Division of :dlitary Application
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